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Excellencies,
Distinguished colleagues,
Ladies and gentlemen,

· Good morning, and welcome to the WSIS Action Line Facilitators Meeting.

· As the Chairman of the ITU’s WSIS Taskforce, and the Chairman of the UNGIS, it has been truly inspirational to have seen the conviction and passion present during the meetings.

· I would start with my appreciation to all Action Line Facilitators for their hard work and great efforts to arrange the sessions of this WSIS Forum. I myself am very pleased with the arrangements and I heard a lot of appreciation and the fact that so many speakers, VIPs, and many new participants attended this Forum, means that it is a great success.

· The tremendous participation here at the 2011 WSIS Forum, has clearly demonstrated that WSIS remains at the top of the development agenda in many countries around the world.
· This morning, we have organized this session to discuss facilitation and possible improvements.

· The way that the facilitation process works was designed in Tunis for the purposes of the implementation of the WSIS outcomes. In order to ensure that it delivers the maximum impact and be more efficient, we need to review our experiences and lessons. I would therefore encourage our facilitators to share with us their experiences, observations, options for improvements, etc.
· I would also like to hear comments from the participants. Your contribution is not just important to this session, but valuable to the facilitators and the organizers too.
· If time permits, I will invite my colleagues of the Members of the UNGIS to have a special meeting immediately after this session to share our views on the comments and proposals made from this session. We will try our best to implement your suggestions as soon as possible.

· Finally, in closing, I would like to invite all participants here to join the UNGIS open consultation which is taking place this afternoon.
· Each and every one of us can make a difference – in bridging the digital divide and in making the world a better place for all.

Thank you.

